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MAIESTIES 


Commls$S1ON. 


the grace. of God 
V5 W| King of England, 


— | Scotland, France, 


and Ireland, Defender of. the. 

Faith, &>c. To, &c. 
| Whereas the Cathedral Church 
of S. Paul, ſcituatein Our Citie of 
London, famous for magnificent 
\ 43, Strufture, 
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[ $rrufture, and an Ornament to that 
| Citie, is growne into much decay, oc- 
caſioned partly Gd forthat ſo much of 
the poſſeſcions of that Church haue 
come into lay hands, that the refidue 
ſufficed not to the continual Charge 
required in the reparation of ſogreat 
=. aud cofily a Fabricke,, and affording 
competent maintenance for thoſe that 
F | attended Diuine Offices there, and 
2 eſpecially by waſting (which length of 
E | time doth produce) many hundred of 
Jeeres having paſſed fince_ that 
Hi Church was erefted : And howſocuer 
the decayes baue happened, get fince 
"in the times of faperſlition and igno« * 


rance, 


; 
” , 
4 
eo. , 2 
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|  rance,men were willing ( for the ſer- 
' viceof Gor.) to part with ſomuch 
of their ſubſtance , az neceſſarily was 
ſpent in ſuch a magnificent Erefion: 
' Tt cannot bee without ſcandall. to 
theſe times, in which GoD hath beene 
pleaſed to guide the Church of Eng- 
' land in the rue wazes of bu Worſhip, 
' if that beautifull Fabricke ſhould be 
| ſuffered to fall ro the ground, wbich 
* u feared, if there bee not a timely care 
of repatre thereof, _ 
| eAndit being anvndoubred truth, 
that although the care and ouer/ight 
of the EreRion of that Church were 
' pnderiaken by a few, yet the expenee 
procee 
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proceeded from the charitable aides 
of a great number of people ; {t will 
be neceſſary that the ſame courſe bed 
purſued in the repaire thereef, to. 
prevent the finall decay of the ſame: 

Which Wee hauing taken in-: 
to Our Princely confid eration, the 
zenth day of April , in the ſeuenth 


| yeere of Our Raigne, direfed Our 


(Commiſion onder Our great Seale of 
England,rzorzhe Lord Maiorof Our 
City of London, tothe Lord Arch 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Lord 
Keeper of Our preat Seale of Eng. 
land, and to ſundry other Lords Spt- 
ricualt and T emporall of Our Prinie 


L (ouncell, 


s 


4 Counſell and to diners othrre; where. 
; in pronifion 1 made, aſwell for pre- 
eq ſeruation of ſuch Money as ſhall te 
' collefed for that work',m th- Ch 1m- 


ber of Our (ity of London, and 

for the [ning and Imployment of it 
upon repaire of that F abricke, and 
' for the keeping of true accounts of 


| Moneys receined and ]ſſued for that 


occafion, as alſo for ſurueying of the 
Decayes, diſconery of the piout gifts 
made or limited for the maintenance 
and reparation of that C hurch , and 
to ſet downe Orders for the. ac- 
compliſhment of the repaire of the 
ſame. 
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Sithence which time, Wee haue 
ginen order for payment of a great 


18 oo ſumme of money out of Our owne 


Treaſure, to bee imployed in that 
' workes And ſundry of Our Nobi- 

lity and others of the Clergy and of 
. the Layety weldiſpoſed and affet- 
ing the continuance of. that goodly 
Monument, haue hberally contribu- 
ted diners other ſummes in preſent, 


| and hauecharged themfelues to make 

payment of ders other ſummes of 

money at times to come, for the ſupply 
l of that charge. 

jl Yet finding that without further 

aides throughout all the parts of ths 

| _ Our 


S ”p 
| Oar Realme,, 0-preat 4 porke would 
not be finiſhed; Wee refſolued £0 cOM - 
mend thi (haritable and Tiour 
worke, to all Our louing SubieRs, in 
and through all the Counties, Cities 
and Places of this Our Realme of 
England and Dominionof VV ales, 
( aſwell within Liberties as with- 
out, ) | 
_eAnd for that purpoſe W ee wy 
award ſeuerall Commiſſions into all 
the ſaid Counties,Cities and Places 
of this Our Realme of England, 
and Dominion of Wales , of the 
like tenor and effe with theſe pre- 
ſents; which:Our Commiſſions haue 
B2 not 
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g 
yot bad ſo full an Execution but that 
in moſt of the Counties into which they 
baue iſſued, ſome parts of the Coun. 


ries, and force perſons of ability and 


quality, willing to further ſo Pious a 
worke, ether by reaſon of their ab- 


\ ſence out of the Countrey vpon their 


neceſſary occafions , when the ſaid 
Commiſſions were im executing, or 
otherwiſe hane not beene dealt with 


for their voluntary free contribution 


tothis fo good a worke. 

eAnd befides a: we are informed, 
there are many who haue formerly 'gt- 
ven thereunto, haue profeſſ d them- 


ſelues willing to in.arge themſe;ues in 


A 


9 
a more free and liberall manner, 


when they ſhall ſee the worke really 
begun. 
Wehanue therefore thought good 


to renep and continue Our ſaid 
Commiſſions, tothe intent that Our 


Commiſſioners might proceede_ 
therein , with all ſuch perſons of a- 
bility that are or ſhall bee refident 
in any Parts or Places in which 
Our former ( ommiſftons, vpon a- 
ny occafion whatſoever , haue not 
beene executed; and with all ſuch 
perſons of ability as being abſent 
out of the Countrey , or for any 0- 

B}; tber 


ther occafions baue not attended 
Our. ſaid former Commiſuoners, 
nor contributed tothe ſaid worke ; 
and with all others whoſe hearts 


Go vu ſhall beepleaſed to mooue to 


adde any thing to their former (1- 
berality or benenelence to the ſaid 
great worke. 

Wee therefore being fully reſol- 
aed to vſe and continue thu and all 
other good meanes, for the effefting 
of a worke ſo pleaſing to Go D,and 
honourable 1 to V. and Our —_ 
ment; 

And haning Pecial truſt na 
confidence 


"a 
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'T! 
confidence in your wiſedomes and 
diſcretions, haue appointed you and 
 exery two or more of you,to bee Our 
Commiſſioners. EW 

eAnd by theſe preſents doe give 
and grant vnto 308, and toeuey 
twoor more of you, full power and 
authority, in ſuchand ſo many pla- 
ces ( aſwell within Liberties as 
without) in our ( ounty of 

lo often as to y0u, Or 

any two or more of you ſhall bee 
thought fit , to aſſemble and meet 
 together,and to call before you and 
eucry two or more of you, ſuch and 


/o 
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 Jomany of Our louing Subiefs, in- 


habiting or refiding,or being Land. 
bolders in the ſaid ( ounty , whom 
ou ſhall conceiue to bee able to part 
with ſome of their ſubſtance , far 
the preuenting of the ruine of that 
goodly Church , and defire and re- 
queſt of them their free voluntary 
and liberall ayde, belpe and beneuo- 
lence towards the wndergoing of 
that charge,as they ſhall bee able to 
beare, vfing to them ſuch perſwafie 
ons 43 to your Wiſedomes ſhall bee 
thought expeatent. 
ee dring but that all Our 

| louing 


13 
louing SubieAs will C a3 in dutie. 
they are bound ) make their ap- 
pearance before you, when, and 
where they ſhall be required. 
 eAnd fr the more certaine an- 
ſwering of all ſuch ſummes of mo- 
ney as ſhall bee thus collefed or 
aoreed tobe paid, euery lo of J04u 
which ſhall aſſemble for thu pur- 
poſe, ſhall prepare a booke wherein 
you ſhall write the names of all 
thoſe that ſhall contribute, and the 
ſummes of money which fhall bee 
colleed , together with ſuch 
ſummes of money as they will bee 


C = pleated 


ih. 
pleafed afterwards to conferre on 
that Wh orke , and thetimes when 
they will make payment thereof ; 
to which We will their names be 
pnder written to remdine as a Te. 
ſtimonie of their pour intentions. 
eAnd becauſe it may be dam- 
mage for many the meaner fort of 
Our people, (of whoſe willingneſſe, 
zo further the repaire of thu houſo 
of Gods ſernice We make no doubt) 
zo be drawne from their workes and 
eccafrons, We doe hereby gine vn- 
t0-y0u, and to emery two or more of 
gou;pawer and. authority, by vertue 


of 


15 
of ths Our (ommiſiton by War 
rants wnder your hands and ſealds, 
to giue direfions and authority nts 
the Church -wardens in each Pa- 
riſh within Our ſaid (ountie, of 
at ſuch times 
as,you ſhall thinke fit in the "Pariſh 
Churches,on otherwiſe at the houſes 
of the Pariſhioners, to aike and re- 
ceine the beneuolence of well-diſþo- 
fed- people, which being collefed, 
they (hall make the ſame forthwith 
knowne to the Curate, or eAMini- 
fter of that place, and hee ſhall in 
writing keepe.s a double. thereof, 
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written in the Bookes of Accompts 
of that Pariſh, and make Certifi- 
cate ts ſome of you of the ſummes 
received by them , which Wee Will 
they ſhall pay to your hands within 
4 weeke after the receipt thereof. 

' eAnd the. ſummes of money 
which you {hall receine from each 
Pariſh, you ſhall write in the ſaid 
Booke or Bookes by you kept; 
Whereunto the Church-wardens 
making ſuch payment , ſhall put 
their names or markes. And with- 
in one moneth after ſuch time. 


6s any ſuch money as u afore menti- 
oned, 


17 
oned, either from. particular per- 
ſons » OY from the "S hurch-wardens 
of any Pariſh, thall be paid to your 
hands: you ſhall pay and deliner the . 
Jame_into the Chamber of Lon- 
don, there to be kept and preſer- 
ued, and imployed in.that good 
Worke onely , and no other, as by 

Our ſaid Commiſſion , bearing 
Dae the ſaid tenth day of eApril, 
z ordained and appointed, 
And at ſuch times as you ſhall 
hold conuenient , and at the fur- 
theſl, once eutry yeere g0u ſhall de- 
kuer all the ſaid Bookes into the 
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ſaid Chamber of London that the 

mouey promiſed, being from time 
to time payed, Remembrances may 
be thereof kept. 

WhereforeWe doe command you, | 
and cuery of you, to attend, and ex. 
ecute the premiſſes with diligence : 
eAnd Wee doe command all whom 
it ſhall , Or may concerne (aſyell 
within liberties , as without) that 
they, and euery.of them, to you,and 
etery two or mare of you, in execu- 
tion of the premiſſes, be from time 
zo'rime atcendam, aiding, and af- 
tiling, as they ſhall be required, in 

auoyding 


__— 
augding thes. peril which other 
wiſe may befall them, eAu tore 
intent that Our people may be the 
better encouraged, and their 'con- 
zributions the more hiberall , and 
the worke in hand. take the better 
effe4 : We doe bereby fignifie, and 
declare, that of all thoſe moneys, 
which haue beene brought into the 
Chamber of Our Citie of London, 
for the purpoſe afore ſaid, ſo much 
as hath beene taken ont thence,bath 
beene wholy imployed for the ad- 
wancement of that worke, and for 
no other purpoſe, and that which 


7 emaines » 


brought to perfeRion, 


6 


remaines, and whatſocuer ſhalt 


bereafter be brought i in, ſhall with 


all care and fidelitie bee diſpoſed 


to the fame end onel ; and none 


other, wherein as it was neceſſary 


inthe furft place, to demoliſh thoſe 
houſes, and other nuſances which 
annoyed the Church, and hindered 
the worke, ſo that being done, Wee 
haue not onely commanded that the 
worke of reparation ſhould begin, 
but haue cauſed an entrance to bee 
made into it, and are reſolued con- 
ftantly to follow it, wniill it bee 


And 
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21 
And hercof Wewould haueyou 
| to ſatufie all Our louins. SubueRs, 
and of the cleereneſſe of Our Roy- 
all intention berem; and that all 
x rumors, or imaginations of diner- 
; ting the ſaid moneys to any other 
purpoſe, are but the fancies of men, 
either groſly maleuolent, or cauſe- 
lefly iealous, and diftruft full. 
Laſtly, for that many of the 
| Nobility haue already. giuen 4 
| free and an honourable Contribu- 
! tiontothugreat Worke, according 
| a3 they baue been moued by Letters 


| written ſeuerallyts. them from. the 
| av D | Lords 
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22 
Lords of Our Pritie (ouncell, or 
others1/e , and | paid their money 
either to the Chamber of London, 


or in the face of their ſenerall | 


Countries, for the better example to | 


others : Our expreſſe Will and 
pleaſure n,T hat ſuch Lords as you 


fade have paid,be not further moo- | 


ucd by yoa, \'Wnleſſe thy ſhall of 
thinifclnes increaſe their gift. 
And for theLords theBiſhops,and 
the Deanes of (athearall (bur- 
ches, they all of them baue Jubſeri- 


bed already to @ yeerely payment, 


aud in a plentiſull manner , ſo that 


you 
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23 
y0u hall likewiſe forbeare to de- 
| maund of them. As for all ather E.- 
the Cleargie,which haue not atrea- 
' |  dyginuen, Wee baue thought fit to 

| referretbemby Letters to their ſe 

; uerall Ordinaries, or their Arch. 

deacons,of whcm Wee will looke 

for an account ; And therefore you 

may leaue them alſo to the Order 

Wee haue taken with them. 


| 
5 In witneſſe whereof We haue cauſed 
% theſe OurLettersto bee made Parents. 
Witnefle our ſelfe ar Weſtminſter , the 
i rwentieth day of December,in the ninth 


yecre of Our Reigne. 


Wilhs. 
God ſauethe King. 


